252                      WHAT ABE THE JEWS

They are a people of religion who, because of their
history and circumstances, arc conducting an experi-
ment in spiritual power* Their future history will
answer the question whether a people can live by
religion. That is their first value to the world. The
second lies in their distinctive religious ideas, which*
because they are distinctive,, bring enrichment to the
spiritual life of humanity. The work! would be
spiritually the poorer if the Jewish religion died, and,
1 venture to think, the religious development of the
Western World would have boon less than it has been,
and possibly even different, if the Jews, and with them
the Jewish religion, had ceasec! to exist nineteen
hundred years ago. Their influence was among the
causes of the Reformation^ There fa a third religious
value in the existence of the Jews, Because they
are a minority and distinctive, they present a challenge
to humanity and religion which humanity can meet
only by being religious, and which religion can meet
only by being humane*

The chief argument against Zionism fe that the
nationalization of Jewish life would interfere with the
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